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SUMMARY: To evaluate and compare the value of serie and
biliary CEA in benign diseases and digestive malignancies,
particularly in pts operated for colorectal cancer. Preliminary
results of the study are reported. We studied 150 consecutive pts
admitted in our department for surgical abdominal procedures
for different diseases. They had a serie and a biliary sample
during the surgery. No complications deriving from the
procedure occurred. In the 95 pts with colelithiasis the mean serie
CEA value is 1.8 ng/ml, in bile 19.6 ng/ml. Nine pts with colonic
cancer (Dukes B and C) had mean seric CEA value of 3.4 ng/ml
and biliary CEA of 78.7 ng/ml. Eight pts with colonic cancer and
hepatic metastasis presented a mean serie CEA value of 54.8 ng/
ml and a mean biliary CEA value of 689 ng/ml. Four pts with
abdominal not colonic carcinomas had a mean serie CEA value
of 14.9 ng/ml and biliary value of the marker of 30.4 ng/ml. Six
pts with benign diseases (Crohn's d., rectal prolapse, intestinal
volvolus) had mean serie CEA value of 5.9 ng/ml and 14.4 in
bile. One pt with a toxic megacolon presented an unexpected very
high value of biliary CEA (2135 ng/ml).
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